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Education and Social Cohesion:

Challenges and Opportunities in the 21st Century

The expression "we live in a dynamic world" is not a cliché, but an objective reflection
of social reality in the 21st century. We are witnessing continuous social transformations that
bring new socio-economic challenges — from widespread uncertainty and crises, through
persistent economic and social inequalities, conflicts, antagonisms, and deep social divisions,
to rapid technological progress that is penetrating all spheres of contemporary society and
human life. Zygmunt Bauman defined our era as "liquid modernity," characterized by constant
change, unpredictability, and instability of social structures and modes of coexistence. It is
shaking up existing forms of cooperation and testing people's sense of belonging and trust.
Building shared values that help us coexist has always been one of the primary functions of
education. And that is precisely why the debate on the relationship between education and social
cohesion is more important than ever today. This is why the thematic focus of this issue is on
the challenges and opportunities for education and social cohesion in the 21st century.

In the context of various crises and vulnerabilities, the article by D. Hristozova and S.
Kovacheva focuses on the role of learning experiences in the transition from school to work for
young people in vulnerable situations in Bulgaria. Based on data from qualitative research, the
main practical aspects of the transition from education to employment are presented, with a
focus on vulnerable groups. The authors reveal the impact of educational experience (formal
and informal) on the career orientation and life choices of young people and conclude that
"regional inequalities in access to quality education and satisfactory employment strongly shape
young people's educational choices and academic achievements..." The next article reminds us
that social cohesion is not a static quantity, but a dynamic and continuous process. K. Petkova's
article highlights the role and importance of local festivals as a leading mechanism and catalyst
for social cohesion. The study focuses on local festivals and their role in achieving social
stability and strengthening cultural identity, especially in small towns. As the author writes, "in
addition to their socio-cultural aspects, festivals contribute to overcoming social isolation and
strengthening community spirit, especially in times of crisis." The analysis and main findings
highlight the strength and resilience of local communities.

The issue of quality in higher education is fundamental to social cohesion. In his article,
D. Draganov defines the quality of higher education as a social construct, which he argues

through the prism of interaction between the main stakeholders in the field of higher education.
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In this context, the author critically examines the prevailing approach to assessing the quality
of higher education through rating systems and rankings, calling for a rethinking of dominant
practices. Another article, by M. Tsoklinova, focuses on the quality of economics education in
higher education institutions in Bulgaria. She proposes a systematization of basic criteria for
assessing the quality of economics education in higher education institutions, outlining the
strengths and challenges facing economic education.

This brings us to artificial intelligence (AI), whose history is presented in the article by
N. Yanev. The literary interpretations and images of artificial intelligence reveal that the
expectation of a "rational machine" has existed since ancient times. The long period of
anticipation has shaped human fears, expectations, and "social instincts for self-preservation,
perceiving danger even in the earliest stages of technological development..." The introduction
of artificial intelligence in higher education is of interest to M. Hristova, who presents a
comparative analysis of university policies and academic practices regarding the use of
generative artificial intelligence in three regions: Europe, the US, and China. She analyzes
approaches and practices in universities through the lens of technological determinism and
social constructivism.

The interconnection between education and social cohesion becomes even clearer when
it comes to the formation of civic awareness and social engagement. This is the subject of the
article by D. Georgiev, who argues that civic education is a common and collective
responsibility, not just that of schools.

The thematic issue concludes with a review of the anniversary collection "50 Years of
the Department of Economic Sociology," which presents papers from a scientific conference

held at UNWE on April 29, 2025.

Guest editor:
Assoc. Prof. Todorka Kineva, Department of Economic Sociology, Faculty of General

Economics, University of National and World Economy

Oo0Opa3oBaHue U COLMAJIHA KOXE3MSI:

NpeaIn3BUKATEJICTBA U Bb3MOKHOCTH B XXI Bek
W3pazsT ,,KMBeeM B JHMHAMUYEH CBAT® He € KiuiupaHa ¢pasza, a € OOEKTHUBHO
OTpakeHHE Ha couuanHara peanHocT npe3 XXI B. CBuierenu cMe Ha HENPEKbCHATU
0011IeCTBEHH TpaHC(OpPMALIUU, HOCEI! HOBH COLIMATHO-UKOHOMHUYECKH PEIN3BUKATEIICTBA —
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OT IIUpeNIa C€ HECUTYPHOCT W KpHU3H, IPe3 YCTONYMBU HMKOHOMHYECKH W COIUATHU
HEPaBEHCTBA, KOJIM3UU, aHTaTOHU3MHU U TBJIOOKH COLIMAIHU PA3pUBH, 10 OypeH TEXHOIOTUYEH
HanpeIbK, HABIM3all BbB BCUUKH Cepu HA CbBPEMEHHOTO OOIIECTBO M YOBEIIKHUS JKUBOT.
3urmyHT baymaH ompenenu Hamiara ernoxa KaTo ,,Te4Ha MOJCPHOCT™, OTJIMYaBalia ce ¢
HEMPECTaHHW TPOMEHHU, HEMPEIBUANMOCT W HECTAOWJIHOCT HAa COIUAIHUTE CTPYKTYpU H
MOZATHOCTH Ha ChbBMECTEH JKMBOT. s paskiiaiia ChIIeCTByBaIUTE (POPMU HA CHTPYAHUYECTBO
U TOCTaBd Ha M3MUTAHMWE YCEIIAHETO 3a MPHUHAUIKHOCT U JIOBEPHUETO MEXKIY XOopara.
W3rpaxkiaHeTo Ha CIIO/ICJICHH IICHHOCTH, TOMaraliy HH J1a )XMBEEM 3aeIHO, BUHATH € Ouia cpej
OCHOBHHTE (D)yHKIIMM HA 00pa3oBaHHeTo. M MIMEHHO Mopaau Ta3u MpUYMHA THEC Ne0aThT 3a
B3aMMOBpB3KaTa MEXIY 00pa30BaHUETO M COLMAIHATA KOXE3Us € TT0-BaKEH OT Besikora. Tosa e
U IPHYMHATA TEMAaTUIHUAT POKYC Ha HACTOSIIUs Opoi 1a Oblie BbPXY MpEeIu3BUKATEICTBATA U
BB3MOXKHOCTHTE TIpe/i 00pa30BaHUETO U colMaiiHara koxesus B X XI B.

B KoHTekcTa Ha pa3nMYHU KPU3U U yA3BHUMOCTH, cTarusra Ha J[. Xpucrozosa u C.
KoBauesa ce ¢okycupa BpXy posisiTa Ha y4eOHHS ONUT B MIPEX0/a OT yUHIUIIe KbM padoTa Ha
MITAJIITE XOpa B yA3BUMO NoJokeHHe B brirapus. Bepxy ocHOBara Ha TaHHM OT KaueCTBEHO
U3CIICJIBAHE CE NIPEACTaBAT OCHOBHUTE MPAKTUYECKH ACTIEKTH Ha IIpexojia 0T 00pa30BaHUE KbM
3a2€TOCT, C (DOKYC KBbM YSI3BUMHUTE TPYIH. ABTOPUTE Pa3KpUBAaT Bb3JCHCTBUETO HA YyueOHHUs
ormut (popmarneH u HeGOpMaIeH) BbpXy KapHepHaTa OPUEHTAIUS M KUTEHCKUTE M300pH Ha
MITaJITE XOpa ¥ CTHTAT JI0 U3BOJA, Y€ ,,peTHOHATHUTE HEPABEHCTBA 10 OTHOIIEHUE HA JJOCTHIIA
JI0 Ka4€CTBEHO 00pa30BaHUE U YIOBJICTBOPUTEIHA 3a€TOCT CHITHO O(OPMST 00pa30BATEIIHUTE
U300pH U aKaJIeMUYHUTE MOCTHXKEHHS Ha MilafuTe Xopa...“. CrieaBamiara cTaTisi HU HallOMHS,
Yye colMajiHaTa KOXe3Usl He € CTaTW4Ha BeJMYMHA, a € JUHAMUYEH M HelpeKbCHAT Mpolec.
Crarusra Ha K. [leTkoBa moguepTaBa possiTa ¥ 3HaYCHHETO Ha MECTHHUTE MTPA3HHUIIN KaTO BOJIEII]
MEXaHW3bM W KaTallM3aTop 3a COIMajiHa KOXe3Ws. M3cienBaHeTo ce ChCpeoTodaBa BBPXY
MECTHMTE MPa3HUILIM M TAXHATa POJs 3a MOCTUTAHETO Ha COLMAIHA CTA0MIIHOCT M yKpelBaHe
Ha KYJATypHaTa MJEHTUYHOCT, 0COOEHO B MaJIKUTE HaceleHM MecTa. KakTo muie aBTopbT
,»OCBEH COIIMATHO-KYITYpHUTE AacleKTH, MPa3HULUTE AONPHUHACIT 3a TIPEOAONIsIBaHE Ha
COILlMAJIHATa M30JIAIMsl U yKpEerBaHe Ha OOIIHOCTHHS TyX, OCOOCHO B MEPUOIM Ha Kpu3a‘.
AHanM3bT ¥ OCHOBHUTE KOHCTATAllMU TIOMYEPTaBaT CHJaTa U YCTOHYMBOCTTA HA JIOKAJTHUTE
OOIIHOCTH.

Temara 3a xKa4ecTBOTO Ha BUCIIETO OOpa3oBaHHME € (yHIAMEHTaJHa 3a COIMATHATa
koxesusi. B cBosita crarus JI. [[paranoB neduHMpa Ka4eCcTBOTO HA BUCIIETO 00pa30BaHUE KaTo
COLlMAJIeH KOHCTPYKT, KOMTO apryMeHTHpa Npe3 Npu3Mara Ha B3aUMOJACHCTBHETO MEXIY
OCHOBHHTE 3aWHTEPECOBAaHU CTpaHM B c(epara Ha BUCIIETO oOpa3oBaHHE. B TO3M KOHTEKCT,
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aBTOPBT OCMHUCIISI KPUTUYHO IpeoOiajaBaliys MOAXO0A IPHU OLIEHSBAHETO Ha KAauyeCTBOTO Ha
BUCIIETO OOpa3oBaHME 4Ype3 PEHTHHIOBH CHCTEMH M KJacallid, KaTo areiaupa KbM
IPEOCMHUCIISIHE Ha JOMUHUpAIuTe npakTuku. [pyra cratus, Ha M. Lloknunosa, ce ¢pokycupa
BbpPXY Kaue€CTBOTO Ha OOy4yeHHMETO 110 MKOHOMHUKA BbB BUCIINTE yuuiuma B bearapusa. Ts
npezsiara CUCTeMaTH3alysl Ha OCHOBHU KPUTEPUH 3a OLIEHKA HAa Ka4eCTBOTO Ha O0yueHHe 10
MKOHOMMKA BbB BHUCIIMTE YUMJIMINA, OYEPTaBalKU CUIHUTE CTPAaHU M IPEIU3BHKATEICTBATA
npe UKOHOMUYECKOTO 00pa3oBaHue.

Tyx unBa pen u Ha uskyctBeHus unrenekt (M), ¢ uusato npeaucropus HU 3amo3HaBa
crarusaTa Ha H. flneB. HampaBeHnuTe JnTepaTypHu HHTEpIpETalMyd U 00pa3u Ha U3KYCTBEHHUS
MHTEJIEKT pa3KpuBaT, Y€ OYaKBaHE 3a I0sBAa Ha ,pa3yMHara MallMHA“ uMa OUle OT
AnTHYHOCTTA. [IBIATHAT TIEpHOA HA OYakBaHE € (POpPMUpPAT YOBEUIKH CTPAXOBE, OUAKBAHUS M
,»COLIMAJIHM MHCTHHKTH 32 CaMOCBXPAHEHHE, NPUBIDKIANKNA ONACHOCT OIlE B Hall-paHHUTE
€Taly Ha TEXHOJOTMYHO pa3BUTHE...“ . HaBnM3aHETO HA M3KYCTBEHUS MHTEIEKT BbB BUCIIETO
oOpa3oBaHMe NpeAcTaBisiBa HHTepec 32 M. XpuCTOBa, KOATO IIPEACTaBs CPABHUTENEH aHAIN3
HA YHUBEPCUTETCKH MOJUTUKHU U aKaJEMUYHU MPAKTUKU MPU U3IOJI3BAHETO HA T€HEPATUBEH
M3KYCTBEH MHTENEKT B TpU perroHa — EBpona, CAILl n Kuraii. T4 aHanu3upa noaxouure u
IIPAKTUKUTE B YHUBEPCUTETUTE IIpe3 IpU3Mara Ha TEXHOJOTMYHMS ACTEPMUHU3IBM U
COLIMAJIHUS KOHCTPYKTUBU3BM.

B3aumoBpb3kara Mexay 0Opa3oBaHUETO U COIMAJIHATa KOXE3Usl Ce ouepTaBa OlLle Io-
SCHO, KOTraTo CTaBa AyMa 3a (hopMHUpaHe Ha TPa’KAAHCKO Chb3HAHUE U COLIMAIHA aHTAXKUPAHOCT.
KbM ToBa HM mpemnpaia craruara Ha [[. I'eoprues, kolTo 3amuraBa Te3aTa, 4ye IpaxJaaHCKOTO
o0Opa3oBaHHe € 0011a U KOJIEKTUBHA OTTOBOPHOCT, @ HE CaMO Ha YYMJIMILETO.

TemarnunusAT O6poil 3aBbpiIBA ¢ 0030p Ha IOOMIEHHUS cOOpHUK ,,50 rOAUMHM Kareapa
,,/IKOHOMHYECKa COITMOJIOTH, KOWTO TpEACTaBs JOKJIAJd OT HaydyHa KOH(EPEHIHs,

nposereHa B YHCC na 29 ampui 2025 .

TocT-penakrop:
mou. a-p  Tomopka  KwuneBa, kareapa  ,,JIkoHOMHuYecka  COLIMOJIOTHS,

O6H_IOI/IKOHOMI/I‘-ICCKI/I (baKy.]ITeT, yHI/IBepCI/ITCT 3a HAIMOHAJIHO M CBE€TOBHO CTOIIAHCTBO

Postmodernism Problems | [Ipobnemu na nocmmooepnocmma
Vol.15 , No.2 , 2025, ISSN: 1314-3700, https://pmpjournal.org
https://doi.org/10.46324/PMP2502135




